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Tooley Water District  Board Meeting Agenda 

Version 1.1 (updated 9/17/23) 
 

Meeting Date: Wednesday, September 20, 2023 7:00pm  
     
Location: Online via Microsoft Teams. 
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-
join/19%3ameeting_NzI0OWVkNjUtOWZmNi00MjQwLTg0OTEtNTRlZjVkMTIyZjI2%40thread.v2/0?con
text=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2263870596-78a8-4ee2-93b9-
de492e15c25f%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%227710e67a-7223-411a-975f-b495630b89e5%22%7d 

 

Type of meeting 
Board Meeting 

Chairperson 
Carol Mauser 

Minute keeper 
Debby Jones 

 

Topics 

Item 1 - Approval of Agenda ............................................................................................ 2 
Item 2 – Approval of Minutes........................................................................................... 2 
Item 3 - Financial Reports – Mr. Amery ........................................................................... 4 

Copy of current account totals from Washington Federal Website .......................... 4 
Recent Savings Transactions ................................................................................. 4 
Recent Checking Transactions ............................................................................... 5 
Profit and Loss Budget vs. Actual ........................................................................... 6 
Balance Sheet – Previous year comparison ........................................................... 7 
Maintenance and Repairs – Details ........................................................................ 8 

Item 4 – Discussion – Water Report ................................................................................ 9 
Item 5 – Discussion/Action – General System Updates – Mr. Russ and Mr. Amery ......... 9 
Item 6 – Discussion – Emergency Preparedness ............................................................ 9 
Item 7 – Discussion – Delinquent Accounts .................................................................... 9 
Item 8 – Discussion – Nitrate Resolution Plan .............................................................. 10 

Water Rights ........................................................................................................ 10 
Grant / Finance Options ....................................................................................... 11 

Item 9 – Discussion  –  Tooley Policies ......................................................................... 17 
Item 10 -  Discussion – Tooley Road Association .......................................................... 18 
Item 11 – New Business ............................................................................................... 18 
Item 12 – Discussion – Next Meeting ............................................................................ 18 
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Item 1 - Approval of Agenda 

Item 2 – Approval of Minutes 

 

 
Tooley Water District 
August 16, 2023, Board Meeting 
Meeting held virtually 
 

Present: Carol Mauser, John Amery, Debby Jones, Amanda Valentine and Larry Russ 
 

Carol opened the meeting at 7:05 pm 
 

Carol asked for approval of the August agenda. John made the motion to approve the August agenda 
as presented. Larry seconded. All approved. Motion carried. 
 
Carol asked for approval of the July minutes. Larry made a motion to approve the July minutes.  
Amanda seconded. All approved. Motion carried. 
 
 

Financial Report 
 

Checking:              $  7,822.51 
Money Market:  $50,201.38  
 
John updated board members on the financials including checking transactions. John shared a 
mistake that was made during the budgeting process with an incorrect amount being allocated to the 
Hiland contract. With forecasting, this could put the district in an approximately $2,000 shortfall due 
to under reporting the actual cost of the Hiland maintenance contract. John also shared the end of 
the year figures and comparisons to previous years. 
 
 

Water Report 
July Water Loss: 14.41% 
Board members briefly discussed the percentage drop and still confused on the fluctuation. 
 

System Updates 

• Automatic Chlorination Analyzer Install 
o Analyzer has been installed and calibrated. There is still a concern with the water run-

off, especially come the potential freezing temperatures during the winter months. 
Larry is discussing possibilities with Hiland. Initial suggestions have been wrapping 
the tube or including heat tape. 

• The question was asked when the last time the reservoir had been inspected and cleaned. 
Larry believed that it had been at least 15 years. Larry has spoken to Robert from Highland to 
inquire when this could be done and the estimated cost. Early estimate is a couple thousand. 

• Shersten Finley update: Larry updated the board on continued conversations with DEQ. 
Tooley’s situation has been pushed up the chain. It was mentioned that an official claim would 
need to be filed that confirmed that the nitrate rates are attached to the farming practices. 
Larry felt that the long-standing history that the district can document regarding nitrate rates 
and the farming operation. Carol shared that the farming operation across the street from the 
Golf Course mobile homes had common elements to the high nitrates for those individuals.  

• Carol asked for clarification on the potential solutions for the nitrate issue. John updated the 
board on some of the ideas that had been discussed, including a new well, deeper well and 
water rights. Discussions continue with water right options. John believed that there was the 
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potential for 54 households within the Tooley Water District and that we needed to be sure 
and have sufficient water for future development. Having a 100’ setback is also a potential 
barrier. 

• John made the motion to authorize Larry Russ to work with DEQ and ODA, and any other 
entities that he deems necessary to move forward with a potential letter of complaint 
regarding nitrate levels. Debby seconded. All approved. Motion carried. Larry shared that he 
will be diligent in asking further questions to mitigate potential risks for the district and board. 

 
Emergency Preparedness 

• No updates 
 
Delinquent Accounts 

• The majority of accounts were up to date.  
 
Nitrate Resolution Plan: 

• John updated the board on the last meeting that he and Carol had attended, which included 
options that had been previously discussed. A new option included a possible treatment 
facility, but John felt that that option would be cost prohibitive. John shared a chart that 
continues to be updated with options and potential grant sources. 
 

Tooley Policies 

• No updates 
 

Outdoor Kiosks 

• Project currently on hold. 
 

LIHWA 

• Carol shared that the district had been approved as a vendor to receive income support. The 
next step will be to determine how this process can move forward with Hiland as well as 
notifying Tooley customers.  

 
New Business 

• John and Larry shared information that they had obtained through conversations with Robert 
Trotter with Highland. This information addressed the Tooley Sanitary Survey. There were 4 
items that were highlighted from the survey. John has responded to Mr. Trotter and provided 
direction regarding the specific items. 

• Larry also shared that he has spoken to Robert regarding contacting Hire Electric regarding 
hour meters at the pump houses. 
 

Next Meeting: Wednesday, August 20, 2023 
For virtual access – contact johnamery@tooleywater.org or 541-340-0032. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:22 pm 
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Item 3 - Financial Reports – Mr. Amery 

 

Copy of current account totals from Washington Federal Website 

Screenshot from Washington Federal website on 8/16/23 

 

 

Recent Savings Transactions 

No savings transactions since the last meeting. 
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 Recent Checking Transactions 
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Profit and Loss Budget vs. Actual 
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Balance Sheet – Previous year comparison 
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Maintenance and Repairs – Details 
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Item 4 – Discussion – Water Report 

 

May 2023 
Gallons pumped: 292,597 
Gallons sold: 194,060 
Gallons lost: 98,537 
Water Loss: 33.68% 

June 2023 
Gallons pumped: 482,381 
Gallons sold: 366,640 
Gallons lost: 115,741 
Water Loss: 23.99% 

July 2023 
Gallons pumped: 493,990 
Gallons sold: 422,830 
Gallons lost: 71,160 Water 
Loss: 14.41% 

August 2023 
Gallons pumped: 729,382 
Gallons sold: 586,210 
Gallons lost: 143,172 
Water Loss: 19.63% 

 

Item 5 – Discussion/Action – General System Updates – Mr. Russ 
and Mr. Amery 

• Larry Russ - Automatic Chlorination System. Winter preparedness. 

• Larry Russ – Meetings with Shersten Finley 

Item 6 – Discussion – Emergency Preparedness  

Item 7 – Discussion – Delinquent Accounts 
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Item 8 – Discussion – Nitrate Resolution Plan 

 

Dan Mahr from Senator Merkley’s office reached out to Mr. Amery informing Tooley that there were not 
enough funds available to cover Tooley’s request for congressionally directed spending.  Mr. Mahr did 
mention that he felt we had a good project and recommended Tooley Water District to submit a request 
again next year. 

Water Rights 

Four Options for consideration as recommended by Owen McMutrey of GSI.  

1. Add the new basalt well as an authorized point of appropriation to Certificate 38186. 

2. Use water from the new basalt well under “exempt use” provisions. 

3. Submit a new groundwater permit application for the use of water from Well 1. 

4. Obtain a portion of another basalt aquifer water right and transfer it to Tooley Water District. 
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Grant / Finance Options 

USDA Emergency Community Water Assistance Grants 

 

Business Oregon Safe Drinking Water Revolving Loan Fund 
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Business Oregon WW Financing Program 
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One Stop Scenarios 
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Item 9 – Discussion  –  Tooley Policies 

SDAO has updated their Administrative Handbook.  Tooley may be able to develop some policies from 
this handbook. 

https://www.sdao.com/sdao-administrative-handbook 

 

Another good resource is Chapter 860 of the PUC: 

https://www.sdao.com/sdao-administrative-handbook
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https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/displayDivisionRules.action?selectedDivision=4050 

 

Item 10 -  Discussion – Tooley Road Association 

Discussion regarding whether it is appropriate for Tooley Water District to be collecting fees for Tooley 
Road Association. 

 

Item 11 – New Business   

 

Place holder for new business 

 

Item 12 – Discussion – Next Meeting 

 

 

Next board meeting will take place the third Wednesday on October 18, 2023 at 7:00pm. 

 

 

For virtual access  – contact johnamery@tooleywater.org or 541-340-0032. 

Meeting Adjourned 

mailto:johnamery@tooleywater.org

